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2024 - KPCA Group’s 
‘Good News Letter’

PMB’s Progress in Pictures
Greetings,

It is time to reflect on what KPCA Group has achieved in 2024.

PMB is still far from ‘picture perfect’ but we hope that these 
photographs will stand as a record of the incredible progress a 
small group of  committed citizens can make in one year. We 
have embraced a unique revolution where we rise with paint 
brushes, brush cutters, spades and forks to repair, paint and 
plant PMB beautiful again.

 I would like to thank my board of directors for standing with 
me, and every single business, school, organization or volunteer 
who  made a contribution to our successes in 2024.

We are a pioneering  movement, facing our generation’s 
challenges head on, and we hope to inspire you to join forces 
with us to reclaim our city. Please share our good news album 
far and wide to give our country hope!

Interestingly, our BEFORE & AFTER posts have gone viral in SA, 
perhaps proving  what a dramatic impact we can make!

Enjoy the photos and captions. Share our ‘Good New Letter’ to 
give others hope and thank you again for your wonderful 
support.

Best wishes

Lara Edmonds

Executive Director/Campaign Manager
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PMB, Get on our Ellie Trail…



KPCA Group’s 2024 Campaigns
The #LovePMB #LoveTrees campaign was launched in 
February over Valentines and called the community to wrap a red 
ribbon around an individual or avenues of trees near their 
property, school or business. Globally, the practice of tying ribbons 
around trees has become a widespread tradition to advocate for 
tree conservation and promote environmental awareness. Over 45 
businesses and schools embraced KPCA Group’s campaign, thus 
creating a red ribbon of love and awareness that ran throughout 
the city. 
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Participants in our 2024 #LovePMB 
Campaign: 
Save Hyper, Talisman Hiring, Foodpak, 
Walpet, Hall’s Retail, Key Pmb, BMW, Bolt & 
Nut Centre, Muirheads Hiring, Mc Gladdery’s 
, DUCT, ESSA, Tom’s Team Catering & Hire, 
The PMB Homeless Network, The Bessie 
Head Library, PMB Tourism, Sole’ Hair & 
Beauty, Pro-Tect, Sam Greene of Carruther’s 
Park, GPS, Botanical Gardens, Lutheran 
Gardens, Ferncliffe Wilding, The Mindful Art 
Society, Irritech Agencies. Schools: St 
Christophers, Athlone Primary, Carter 
Highschool, Clarendon Primary, Jacaranda 
Pre-Primary, Cordwalles Prep, My Pace 
Cottage School, Pillars Soccer Academy, 
Clivia Pre-Primary, Rangrage Pre-school.



PMB, IT’s TIME 
TO RISE & 
SHINE

KPCA Group is building a ‘streetwise model’ 
for success with our ‘Looking for Victory on 
Victoria Road’ campaign. We are delighted to 
report that our Victory Team  made great 
progress in 2024.

In January we had a meeting with the Mayor 
and his managers, and we agreed to ‘turn a 
corner’ and ‘work together’. The Mayor’s 
team immediately went to work on Victoria 
Road,  and the ‘Sunshine Sub-station’ now 
stands as a beacon of hope of what we can 
achieve together. 
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KPCA Group, Glenn Mc Arthur and our Victory team 
made up of committed volunteers and businesses, 
tackled the substation on the corner of Victoria Rd and 
West St. We fixed the roof, levelled the ground and  
landscaped the area with a path and garden.  We then 
cleaned and painted the curbing and painted upcycled 
planters with The Mindful Art Society. 

Over 30 businesses collaborated on this particular 
project which has  become known as the ‘sunshine 
substation’ . It is a beacon of hope in the area. 
Businesses involved in this project through direct 
action, services, product sponsorship or contributions 
to our Victory Fund:

All Stone Solutions, Automotive Repairers, Burkhard Schlosser 
Photography, Burczaks Picture Framers, Bruce Campbell’s Horse 
Manure, Bo’s Plant Hire, Blackridge residents, Bolt & Nut Centre, 
BuildIt Duzi, Candle and Décor, Fatboy and Co, Foodpak, Flick Pest 
Control, Isibane Industries, Hall’s Retail, Hamblins CateringGPS, 
Irritech AgenciesLutheran Gardens, Muirheads Catering, Mc Gladdery 
Bee Keeping Services, Msunduzi Parks Department, Roads 
Department and Waste Department, Plumbfit, Printnet SA, Pro-tect 
Turbo Chargers, Royal Plumbers, Save Hyper, Scrap and Steel, 
Stephen’s Valves, Talisman Hiring, The Mindful Art Society, Victoria 
Road Postnet.
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Sunshine Substation & The 
Power of Collaboration…



KPCA GROUP launched its schools’ ‘fun-raising’ 
and recycling challenge: “Create an Ellie and 
Fill his Belly with Cans and Twenty Rands”. 

This exciting campaign caught the imagination 
of the public as it saw schools blazing an ‘Ellie 
Trail’ through PMB to help KPCA Group 
beautify our city. Cordwalles Preperatory 
created  Ellie who was kidnapped by The 
Wykeham Collegiate  who left a hefty ransom 
note for Cordies to pay. However, before they 
could retrieve their kidnapped Ellie, it was 
rescued  by Athlone Primary and MI7 who left 
an invoice for  VIP Security for TWC to cover. 
Athlone Circle Pick ’n Pay  helped Athlone 
School raise funds by sponsoring donuts for 
donations and so Ellie’s tale to save PMB grew 
and grew….

The Cordies’ Ellie has become a bit of a 
celebrity in PMB. He met the Mayor at our 
Madib Day Event and then received a 
spectacular welcome at Riverwood College.
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SCHOOLS’  ELLIE 
TRAIL CAMPAIGN



Other Ellies on 
PMB’s School 

Trail…
• The schools have fully embraced 

KPCA’s  Ellie Trail, with their 
elephants embarking on all sorts  of 
wonderful adventures and ‘fun-
raising’ activities. Epworth School’s 
Eppie visited St Charles College and 
Pelham Primary School and is looking 
to visit Peter Pan and other PMB 
schools in 2025.

• Carter High School’s Enviro Club 
made a delightful Ellie out of all 
recycled materials and raised funds 
for an Ellie Mural on Chief Albert 
Luthuli Bridge.

• Funds raised by schools in 2024/25 
are used to support KPCA Group’s  
campaigns and projects to get PMB 
clean neat and green including 
beautification projects like the Chief 
Albert Luthuli bridge murals.
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Ellie Time Trial at SCC’s Night Relay.

• Save Hyper sponsored Ellie’s appearance at this 
event with a custom made chariot sponsored by High 
End Construction and Steelman. Yes, Ellie 001 ZN was 
born. We hope that an Ellie Trolley Dash will become 
a tradition in PMB. 
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THE BRIDGE 
PROJECT

• KPCA Group  undertook the restoration of the Chief Albert 
Luthuli bridge area fromApril - Sept 2024. This was done with 
the ‘Bridge Team’ made up of business owners in Victoria 
Road, and in collaboration with ‘We Feed SA’ and The 
Mindful Art Society. Main businesses sponsors: Bo’s Plant 
Hire, Foodpak, Irritech Agencies, Natal Associated Agencies, 
Neil Woolridge Motors, Save Hyper and Talisman Hire.

• The project involved: the felling of trees and clearing of alien 
plants, welding and repairing  the railing, plus the 
preparation and painting of the railing and concrete bridge. 
Riverwood College and members of the public donated funds 
towards the labour cost to enable us to complete the project.

• The PMB Community was invited to participate in our 
Madiba Day Paint-a-thon. Over 175 people participated, and 
even the mayor and his team booked a 67 minute slot to 
paint the railing silver.

• KPCA Group then facilitated the sponsorship of Ndebele 
inspired mural panels and Ellies on the Chief Albert Luthuli 
Bridge. These were sponsored by business, individuals and 
the school’s fundraising “Ellie Trail”.

• The area around the bridge is maintained by sponsorship 
from Neil Woolridge Motors, Foodpak, AET Security, Glenn’s 
Team and Talisman Hiring.

• We are looking for sponsorship for the repair of a crash site 
on the opposite side of the bridge. The Mindful Art Society 
would then like to complete the bridge murals.
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The Shincheonji Volunteers dedicated two days 
to painting the undercoat, and then the topcoat 
on the bridge. Riverwood College  called the 
project a ‘miracle’ and donated R8000 towards 
the Bridge Project. Fund. A sign and garden 
were placed at the entrance of the bridge to 
thank all the sponsors involved in this project.
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AMAZING 
VOLUNTEERS:



Time to Beautify 
the BRIDGE

The Mindful Art Society took the bridge to the 
next level with Ndebele style designs.

 Each colourful panel was sponsored by an 
individual, business or school. Their signature 
was placed under their sponsored piece. 

The Ellies were sponsored by funds raised by  
the following schools on KPCA Group Schools’ 
Ellie Trail: Cordwalles Prep, The Wykeham 
Collegiate, Athlone Primary and Carter High.

Panel Donors: 

All Stone Solutions, Athlone Primary 
School,Automotive Repairers, Bolt & Nut 
Centre, Brokersure; Candles & Décor, 
Cordwalles Prep, Foodpak, Glenn Mc Arthur’s 
Team, Hamblins Catering, Irritech,Key PMB,  
Love You More,Moving Parts, Muirheads 
Hiring, Neil Woolridge Motors,Perez 
Intermediary, Pro-tect Turbo Chargers, 
Pronel,St Charles College, The Montessori Nest, 
The Paragon Group.
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Madiba Day 2024 
Paint-a-thon 
with KPCA GROUP 
What do you do when your funds for labour  
on your bridge project are depleted? Why, you 
host a paint-a-thon and call in PMB’s 
community as a work force. 

The paint-a-thon was made possible by the 
generous sponsorship of Natal Associated 
Agencies (NAA) who sponsored all products. 
Other  wonderful sponsors included: 
Riverwood College, Save Hyper, Foodpak, 
Fatboy & Co and AET Security.

Participants included teams from:

Automotive Repairers, Brokersure, DUCT, 
Foodpak, Hamblins Catering, Hayfields Primary, 
Irritech, Mayor’s Team, Muirheads,Msunduzi 
Build It, Pronel, Remax Midlands, Riverwood 
College, Schincheonji Volunteers, Synvita.
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PMB’s bridge has a silver lining

The PMB Community was invited to 
participate in our Madiba Day Paint-a-
thon. Over 175 people participated, and 
even the mayor and his team booked a 
67-minute slot to paint the railing silver.
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KPCA GROUP’s WORLD CLEAN UP  & 
RECYCLE DAY  - 19 September 2024 
Sponsored by Plastics SA, John Dory’s and Recycle M.

KPCA Group hosted a clean-up and recycle station in Scottsville. 
Approximately 250 people participated. 348 Bags of rubbish 
collected and 59 bags of glass bottles recycled

Participants included: Scottsville residents, Varsity College, 
Scottsville Primary, UKZN Faculty and students, Epworth school, B-
Secure,  The Eye Hospital, Heather Secondary, Carter High School, 
Green Justice  amongst others.KPCA Group Monthly Partners: Save Hyper, AET Security



#SAVESCOTTSVILLE

KPCA Group’s Photographic 
Tour of Scottsville prior to 
our Clean-up event, went 
viral on social media and 
led to the formation of a 
#Save Scottsville Group.

Residents, businesses, 
schools and UKZN started 
to look at what they could 
do to save Scottsville.

Photographic Credit: 
Burkhard Schlosser

KPCA Group Monthly Partners: Save Hyper, AET Security



EPWORTH 
GOLF ROAD 
CLEAN-UP  

The Epworth Ground Staff Team and 
volunteers blew us away with their clean-up 
of Golf Road in early October. The school 
gardeners helped KPCA Group plant two 
gardens with plants donated by Lutheran 
Gardens.
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Teamwork makes the dream work

• While KPCA Group will lead the charge, it is the 
community who must RISE to RECLAIM our city. KPCA 
Group’s victories only exist because men and women 
on the ground commit to projects with donations, 
adopting spots and sowing their particular product 
or gifting into  our city.
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GRIT & GRACE.
We had just finished the Chief Albert Luthuli Bridge Project, when a vehicle took 
out a large section of the bridge railing. Thanks to generous donors, we were 
able to repair it within two weeks of the accident. So proud of our Victory Team!
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SPOT IT! PLANT IT! PAINT IT! FIX IT!

• Let’s make Greyling Street Great Again! Inspired by 
our victories on Victoria Road, Greyling street 
business owners are RISING to RECLAIM their Street. 
Well done to Caitlin of Irritech who has led the way, 
Arthur of Gas & General and John of NJR Steel for 
planting up these sweet tree island spots!
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1st Birthday 
Celebrations
What a year! It was a joy to celebrate 
our 1st birthday with special people 
who have poured so much love into 
KPCA’s projects. SAVE Hyper made us a 
beautiful birthday cake and we were 
able to deliver a piece to the dedicated 
members of our Victory Team. 

How do we begin to thank each and 
every individual , business, school, 
organization or community who have 
made our first year so successful…

Foodpak took up our Sweet Fun-Raiser 
with a beautiful Festive Ellie Cake 
Raffle and raised approximately R 
1300. Every little bit helps us to get 
PMB clean, neat, beautiful and green.
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A VISION FOR SCOTTSVILLE
• The Eye Hospital, with its beautiful indigenous garden stands as a beacon of hope in Scottsville. 

KPCA Group was invited to do a site visit of the  area that surrounds the hospital and it was 
most refreshing to hear about the investment the hospital had already made in the area, and 
the plans they have to expand their green vision beyond their pristine borders.

• We toured the area, not with a critical eye, but with a determination to find solutions. This 
positive perspective helped us face the broken paving, weeds, overgrown verges and dumping 
with a plan. It also empowered us to embrace the hidden treasures, like the elephant mural, on 
the street!

• The Eye Hospital has sponsored  KPCA Group with Glenn’s Team to help them get that 
important intersection clean, neat, beautiful and green. 
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The Promise in Prestbury
KPCA Group can commit to a project when a community is ready to RISE 
and RECLAIM their suburb. This project is ongoing, but thanks to the 
commitment of Glenn Mc Arthur’s Team and the DUCT Teams led by 
Donovan and Cornelia, as well as very committed residents, we were  
able to press into Prestbury. We repaired the bridge railing with NJR Steel 
and welder, Gino. Teams cleaned-up and cleared, gutters and much of the 
stream area. Residents also weeded and planted a garden at the bridge.  
We hosted a second work  day, where community members planted up 
the garden and teams cleared the stream area. Thank you Rose and 
Jimmy Day and Kevin Watts for facilitating the event and to every single 
resident who participated or  sponsored fuel, equipment, labour, water 
and compost. 

KPCA Group Monthly Partners: Save Hyper, AET Security



ELLIE TRAIL ‘FUN-RAISER’ 
WITH WORLDSVIEW 
TRAILS AND PRESTBURY 
PROMISE

Sixty bright-eyed and bushy-tailed Maritzburgers 
participated in our inaugural Ellie Trail 'Fun-
Raiser' with Worldsview Trails & Prestbury 
Promise. While the trail runners took off ahead of 
us, we settled into a leisurely amble which 
enabled us to just soak in the forest vibe. What 
an absolute treasure! Donovan Boshoff and his 
team from DUCT  must be commended for the 
incredible work they have done in the last 
eighteen months. The time and effort invested in 
planning and clearing the route, and building the 
many bridges is  just incredible. Special thanks to 
Kevin and the Prestbury CPF, and AET Security for 
having a presence at our community event. Thank 
you everyone for your wonderful support! We 
raised R2500 which will be shared between the 
entities, and we hope to host more Ellie Trail  ‘Fun 
Raisers’ during the 2025 school holidays.
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2024 Festive Ellie Trail
PMB’s ‘Ellie Trail’ was launched to embrace our city’s unique 
identity and to cultivate a spirit of community strength and pride. 
This was launched in 2023 to embrace our city’s 185th Anniversary 
and is a campaign/tradition that covers the spectrum of our 
community from our seniors knitting and sewing elephants for 
school mascots, prizes, merchandise to businesses hiring “Festive 
Ellie Wreaths” to celebrate our success and to help us raise much 
needed funds. 
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Special Thanks

• Kp
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KPCA Group is most grateful to the Ellie Ladies who 
via Wool Haven and Wool & Haby Centre,  have 
knitted our community together with love. Thank you 
Foodpak for the décor donation for our wreaths. 
Thank you to the following donors for hiring our 
Festive Ellie Wreaths:  Bolt & Nut Centre, Hamblins 
Catering, Irritech Agencies, Moffatt Optical, 
Muirheads Hiring, Pro-tect Turbo Chargers, Remax 
Midlands, Sol’e Salsons ,Save Hyper, The PMBCB, The 
Witness, 



NEW YEAR’S CALL: 
SWIM OR SUPPORT OUR 
ELLIES TO SAVE PMB!

 KPCA Group was delighted to accept Wayne 
Riddin’s invitation to have an Ellie Swimming 
Batch at the 2025 aQuell’e Midmar Mile. We 
were also thrilled that our first Ellie Swimmer 
to swim to raise funds to save PMB is Leon 
Coetzer, a Para swimmer who has broken 
numerous SA swimming records in his 
disability category. We are thrilled to report 
that our herd is growing – we already have 20 
Ellies in our team.  

We call on young and old to join our herd of 
Ellie Swimmers to save PMB. If you aren’t a 
swimmer, you can join our team by sponsoring 
an Ellie Swimmer. 

Please contact Lara Edmonds on WhatsApp 
0845870880 or email info@kpca.co.za for 
more information.
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We have a vision to make PMB the cleanest, 
safest city in South Africa. We can do it if our 
whole community RISES! Our NPC is built on 
team-work,  and taking our city back from the 
bottom up. Yes, Maritzburg must save 
Maritzburg!  There are a number of ways YOU 
can join forces with KPCA Group:

1. Volunteer – we all have skills, gifts and 
talents to share. 

2. Support our 2025 Campaigns starting with 
our Ellie Swim at Midmar Mile and our 
Heart for PMB Campaign. 

3. Sponsor a team to get PMB clean, neat and 
green. Glenn’s Team and Tom’s Team are 
available.

4. Sponsor a particular campaign or project. 
5. Partner – we are building a monthly partner 

base to make KPCA Group sustainable. Your 
monthly donation keeps our Ellie Ship 
afloat!

6. Donate – we can offer our donors section 
18 A Tax Certificates for financial and 
material donations. 

How YOU can help 
to SAVE PMB
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Please contact our Campaign Manager, Lara 
Edmonds, for more information on how you can help 
KPCA Group with their projects and campaigns to get 
PMB clean, neat, beautiful, safe and green.

Cellphone: 0845870880
Email: info@kpca.co.za

Partner with KPCA 
Group in 2025

KPCA Group would like to express our 
gratitude to all the sponsors, donors and 
volunteers who have made 2024 such a 
successful year. 


